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Abstract: This paper aims to provide new insight into the nature of social enterprises based
on economic analyses. Specifically, the paper first critically reviews the pros and cons of the
definitions of social enterprises in the literature, and proposes a new, superior definition based
on the argument of the second-order dilemma of public goods provision. Second, the paper
analyzes the characteristics of the market behaviors of social enterprises. The analyses reveal
that collaborative behaviors of social enterprises are noticeably different from those of for-profit

firms.
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responsibility
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